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WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

NEW MEMBER BRIEFING

WELCOME to the Westford Sportsmen’s Club New Member Briefing.

This document contains pertinent information regarding our club’s 
history, structure and activities.

Club by-laws require anyone applying for membership to attend a New 
Member Briefing to begin the membership application process.
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WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

NEW MEMBER BRIEFING

What We’re About

What We Offer 

How We Operate

How to Join

Let’s talk a second about why we’re here today.  This briefing is a part of the 

membership process.  Our By-Laws call for each new member to go through an 

orientation to the clubs, history, structure and by-laws.  The briefing today 

meets that requirement.
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WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

Not-for-profit social organization for: 
 All ages
 All backgrounds
 All experience levels

Who We Are

• Membership is open to anyone 18 and older, regardless of race, religion or national origin.

• Membership is open to all experience levels and offers a variety of gun safety and usage 

courses.

• A brief history:

• Club founded in 1946

• 1948-Received MA State charter as a Non-profit corp. (IRS Classified 501c7)

• In 1980, our clubhouse was expanded and the pond was added.

• We formed the first Junior Sportsmen’s Club in our state to teach youngsters gun 

safety, respect for others, safety in the field.

• We were among the first clubs to send youngsters to the Department of Fish & 

Game’s Conservation Camp.

• Elizabeth Silva and Brigitta Alinskas do a great job of running the Junior Club 

program and activities.

• Checkout the Junior Club section on our website:

http://westfordsportsmensclub.org/club-activities/junior-club/
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WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

What We’re About

Preserving, 
Promoting, and
Passing on…

“The enjoyment of 
nature and the 
sportsman’s lifestyle”

More than just a “gun” club.

• Hold community events

• Club environmental projects. 

• Hold events that involve the community.

• Fishing Derby, Open House, Apple blossom Parade

• Club's environmental projects and responsibility.

• Licensed Game Preserve

• Licensed Forestry Preserve

• Support two scout groups

• Provide facilities for law enforcement training. responsibility.

• You will learn more about events and environmental projects further in the 
presentation.
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WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUBWhat We Offer : Archery

50 Yard Bag Range

Children's Bale Range

2-1/2 Mile 31 Target 3D Course

3D League Competitions

Basic Instruction & Traditional Craft Clinics

 3D archery is a walking course where simulated game are placed at various distances/

attitudes to test your hunting skill.

 3D Course available all year except for Mass big game hunting season (when targets 
must be taken in).

 WSC sponsors several  3-D bow hunting competitions annually through the Granite 
State Bowhunters Assn and other groups.

 Instruction and clinics (such as hardwood longbow making) are arranged as members 
show interest.

 Jeff Kemp is the Archery Chairman.

 Checkout the Archery Activities section on our website:

http://westfordsportsmensclub.org/club-activities/archery/
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WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

What We Offer:
Outdoor Pistol and Rifle Ranges

25 Yard Pistol Range, Covered Stations

50 & 100 Yard Rifle Range, Covered Stations

Daylight Hours except Sundays (Start 1PM)

Requires Range Safety Briefing 

Log In, Orange Card

• Outdoor Range safety briefings are usually held monthly.  Check WSC Calendar for day/
time.

• A new member must qualify on Outdoor Ranges before qualifying for Action Bays or 
Indoor Range.

• This is a safety briefing, not shooting instruction.  There are club members that are 
willing to help new shooters get more familiar to shooting and with their guns.

• Requirements for shooting range use are completion of Outdoor Range safety briefing, 
log in, and wearing of orange WSC Range Card.

• Restrictions: no bump stocks, no fully automatic fire, no trigger mechanisms, no 50 cal. 
BMG, no tracer rounds, no Tannerite.

• All projectiles MUST impact berms.

• Ken Proulx is not only the Outdoor Range Chairman, but also the club’s Chief Range 
Safety Officer.

• Checkout the Outdoor Range section on our website:

• http://westfordsportsmensclub.org/club-activities/outdoor-pistol-rifle/
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WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

What We Offer: 
Action Shooting Bays
 New in 2021

 Five bays for action shooting/training 

 IDPA

 Steel Challenge

 USPSA

 Requires a separate safety briefing &

qualification for access

• Action Bays are used for “action shooting” competitions  and training.

• (IDPA) International Defensive Pistol Assn. and USPSA (United States Practical

Shooting Assn.) are organizations that offer defensive competitive shooting activities

at different levels.

Like the Outdoor Range, a separate briefing is required to gain access and use of the 

Action Bays.

• Rules for Action Bay qualification and use are available on the club website.

• During good weather, AB qualifications are generally held monthly the same day as

the Outdoor Range Briefing.

• During winter, AB qual. are held by requesting to the AB Chairman – Rand Morse.

Checkout the Action Bays section on our website:

http://westfordsportsmensclub.org/action-bays/
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WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

What We Offer: Indoor Pistol

50’ Indoor Range

4 Lanes

Individual lane monitors

Individual target trolleys

4-Target Spectator monitor

Available 24/7* (Event dependent)

 Access requires Gun Skills Safety Review 

(GSSR), log-in access

 Precision pistol teams

 NVPL League Competition

 Junior Club activities

• Available 24/7 unless reserved for league use, team practice or when clubhouse main 

floor is occupied by a scheduled event on the WSC website calendar.  

• Members wanting to use the Indoor Range must successfully complete a Gun 

Safety & Skills Review (GSSR) with demonstration of basic safety competence.

• Allowed calibers and load ratings are posted, as well as maximum ammo velocity.

• Centerfire, as well rimfire can be used on the Indoor Range.  If you qualify with a 

rimfire gun, you are limited to rimfire.

• No PCC’s or rifles other than rimfire.

Doug Mills is the Indoor Range Chairman and usually holds GSSR briefings the second 

Tuesday of each month.

Checkout the Indoor Range section on our website:

http://westfordsportsmensclub.org/club-activities/indoor-pistol/
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WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

What We Offer:  Trap

2 Fields, 5 Stations each, 16-27 Yards

Year Round; Sundays 1-3 PM+ and when staff are present

$4.00 per round for members, $5.00 per round for non-members

Voice-Activated operated Trap machines

Air-conditioned, Wood-stove heated trap building

WSC Teams compete in Greater Lowell Trap League

• Multipage “Introduction to WSC Trap” is available on website. 

• Ken Towl is Trap Chairman.

• Tradition of being “Beginner-friendly”, informal instruction and clinics.

• Participates in (GLTL) Greater Lowell Trap League as well as (ATA) Amateur 

Trapshooting Assn. matches.

• The club is also sponsoring a Nora Ross Trapshooting Clinic in April,

• Nora is a 34-time ATA All-American Champion.

• Checkout the Trap section on our website:

http://westfordsportsmensclub.org/club-activities/trap/
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WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

What We Offer: Sporting Clays

April – September Saturdays 9:15AM and 10:30AM

October – March Sundays 12:30PM and 2:15PM

15 station, 50-shot course

$15 for Members, $20 for non-members for 50 birds. $10 for 2nd round 

of 50 birds. $5 for youths under 15. Tip the trapper $5.

Heated trailer

• Very few clubs offer this sport. 

• Sporting Clays courses are designed to replicate the unpredictability of small game 

hunting, with clay targets released from various angles, speeds and distances.

• Any member is welcome to visit this or any range to observe events and competitions 

and ask questions

• Ron Steffero and Scott Spidle are Sporting Clays Co-chairs. 

• Checkout the Sporting Clays section on our website:

http://westfordsportsmensclub.org/club-activities/sporting-clays/
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WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUBWhat We Offer: 
Upland Game Hunting

October-March except Big Game Season

MA-licensed Game Preserve

BYOD (Bring your own dog)

Requires MA Hunting License

• We are a registered regulated MA Game Preserve.

• The club purchases birds (pheasants, chukkas, etc.) that are released weekly.  Members 

can take up to two birds (Cost for more than two) Birds can be purchased for hunting on 

our club grounds.

• Birds can be hunted with or without dogs.

• Steve Laken is currently the Game Preserve Chairman and can provide specifics for the 

program.

• Checkout the Sporting Clays section on our website:

• http://westfordsportsmensclub.org/club-activities/game-preserve/
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WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

What We Offer:  Fishing

Year-round access

3 acre private pond 

Trout stocked 1-2 times per year

Wheelchair accessible dock

3 trout daily limit

• Pond contains trout (usually Rainbows) and bass.

• MA fishing licenses are not required on private / non-state waters. 

• Members can keep 3 trout per day, no limit for catch and release, no limit for bass.

• An aeration system was installed several years ago to help mitigate pond algae and silt 
build-up.

• Norm Silva sees to pond maintenance and issues.

• Checkout the Fishing/Pond section on our website:

http://westfordsportsmensclub.org/club-activities/fishing/
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WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

What MORE We Offer:

ACTIVITIES

ORIENTEERING by compass, map, and pace

LONG BOW MAKING with hand tools & hard 

woods

NRA Home Firearm Safety Course

Precision Pistol Summer League

Steel Challenge practices

Action Bay club matches

• Our club has as members current and former law enforcement officers, as well as 

NRA and MA State Police Certified Instructors.

• Example: Jon Green of G.O.A.L. generally  presents a 3 -hour class on MA gun Law 

each year.

• There are also many courses not related to firearms that are also offered.
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WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

Club Property

280+ Acres in Westford & Groton with:

 Lawn, Fields, Woods, & Pond

 Extensive Wildlife Habitat

 2 Story Clubhouse

Structures for:

 Fish Pond

 Sporting Clays

 Trap

 Game Preserve

 Outdoor Ranges

 Maintenance & Storage

• In 2022 we added an additional 80+ acres to our club grounds.  We call it “Clay Pit
Hill”

• These trails are shown on our website map and are usable by our members and
their families for hiking year-round (caution during hunting season – wear orange)

• This land includes trails that are also accessed by Groton Land Conservation (that
do not encroach on our active firing ranges).

• Dave Martin is our Trailmaster.

• Checkout the Forestry/Trails section on our website:

http://westfordsportsmensclub.org/club-activities/forestry/
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WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUB
Information Sources: Website

www.westfordsportsmensclub.org

• One of the most important resources is our club website.

• Here you’ll find club calendar,m By-Laws, range rules, qualification requirements, 

documents, various forms, technical instruction, etc. 

• The “Members Only” section is password protected.  You will receive that once 

voted-in.  The password is changed annually.  All members in good standing will 

receive the new password via e-mail.

15
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WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUBInformation Sources: Calendars

• On the club website, the most helpful place for current information is the 

club calendar.

• http://westfordsportsmensclub.org/calendar-3/

• You should always check before coming to the club  for a particular 

activity to be sure and event hasn’t been changed or a specific 

range/area of the club has been reserved for use for an approved club 

activity.
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WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

Information Sources:  Newsletter

• Monthly calendar

• Official announcements

• Event information

• Interesting outdoor articles

• Club activity News

• E-Board Reports

• Local/National Legislative news

• Contact Lists

The newsletter is issued on the first day of each month.  It is not e-mailed.  Rather, it 

is posted on the website in the “Members Only” section.

The newsletter contains a calendar for the month.  But, keep in mind that it is only a 

“snapshot” of the club calendar on the day the newsletter was posted.  Things 

change.  Events get added, modified or cancelled.

The message is: “Always check the club calendar on the website for the most current 

status.
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WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

Information Sources: E-Mail “Blasts”

Mail Chimp

unsubscribe from this list

• Our primary means for communicating with our members is via e-mail.  

• This why we need a current and accurate e-mail for each member.

• That includes if your e-mail address changes.

• The program we use is Mail Chimp.

• If for any reason, you unsubscribed to Mail Chimp for any e-mail, you 

have unsubscribed to ALL of Mail Chimp and will not receive e-mails 

from the club

• If you are not receiving club e-mails, also check your SPAM and JUNK MAIL folders.  

Failing that, please let us know.
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WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUB
How We Get It Done:

Sign-up Genius

• The other inter-club program we use if SIGN-0UP GENIUS.

• Sign-Up Genius is used to allow our activity chairs to organize and schedule 

work parties during the year to get projects done for our various activities 

and venues.
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WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

• Once an E-Mail “Blast” goes out via Mail Chimp, Sign-Up Genius allows our 

members to sign up for various club work projects that will help them fulfill their 

annual 4-hour work requirement.

• Here you will see a sample of sa Sign-Up Genius work party page showing the 

date, time, meeting place, equipment needed, and number of members required to 

complete the  given project etc.

20
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WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

What MORE We Offer:

Club Apparel

Available from the “Members Only” page of 
our website.

Club Apparel available from the “Members Only” page of the Club Website.

Chuck Steinhauser (also WSC VP) is in charge of club clothing sales.
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WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

OUTREACH TO JUNIORS

 First sportsmen’s Junior Club in MA

 Activity intro sessions with coaches and eqpt.

 Free food during events

 Scholarships for MA conservation camp & for  

college-bound seniors.

OUTREACH TO WOMEN

 WSC Women’s Group-organized special 

sessions

Welcome in all league teams and competitions

What MORE We Do:

• Our female members and member spouses are active in many facets of the club 

activities such, as the Junior Club, Sporting Clays, Precision Pistol, Trap, etc.

• Now that the Action Bays are getting more use, we are also seeing our female 

members competing there as well.
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WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

OUTREACH TO  OUR COMMUNITY

 Children's’ Fishing Derby each 
Spring; free food & prizes

 WSC Open House with free food, 
expert guest sessions, public 
interest display, children's’ 
entertainment

 Sponsor of Westford Cub Pack 95 

and Scout Troop 95

 Westford Apple Blossom Parade

 Training Facility for Westford PD 
and NEMLEC Tactical Team

What MORE We Do:

• Our Annual Children’s Fishing Derby has been held for 40+ years.  And the Annual 

Open House is planned for the Fall.

• Elizabeth Silva currently runs the Children’s Fishing Derby Program.

• We sponsor both a Cub Scout Den, as well as a Boy Scout Troop.  The groups have 

access to use of our grounds and facilities, as well as resources.  Kathy Lamarre is 

the club’s Scout Liasson.

• Checkout scout activities on our website:

http://westfordsportsmensclub.org/club-activities/scouts/



24

Rev 05-29-25

WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

How We Get It Done:

OUR OPERATIONS

 BUILDINGS & GROUNDS: mowing,   

plowing, and maintaining with our 

own equipment & labor

 FORESTRY: contract logging under 

state approved plan

 KITCHEN:  ServSafe certified 

volunteers

 PROJECTS: work parties fulfill 

4 hour work obligation

• Each Regular (under 65) Member/household is expected to put in 4 hours per year; 

there’s a $50 assessment for those who can’t.

• Life Members, seniors and spouses are excluded from the work requirement.

• Work parties are a terrific way to meet other club members and quickly feel a part 

of our great organization.

• We would rather have our members be able to do the work instead of paying the 

Work fee.
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WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUB
Governance:
Members Approve/Vote for:

 NEW MEMBERS

EXECUTIVE-BOARD POSITIONS
• Club Officers
• Member-at-Large Representatives

OFFICERS’ REPORTS

ANNUAL DUES & BUDGETS Oct-Nov

CAPITAL PROJECT SPENDING
• Access to Club Funds

WSC BY-LAW CHANGES

• The important principle is that it is the membership that runs this club.

• Meetings are usually first Monday each month (allowing for holidays). 

• New member applications are announced in the monthly newsletter, at the E-

Board meeting and given “2nd reading” at monthly meeting before introduction 

to members and vote.
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WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

How We Manage:
E-Board Meetings review…

 New Member Applications (First Reading)

 Problems and Solutions

 New Project Ideas

 Capital Projects for Recommendation

• E-Board normally meets on 3rd Monday of each month, or on first Monday before 

membership meeting during the summer months. 

• WSC members are welcome to observe and participate in E-Board sessions but are 

not eligible to vote.

• Members who have ideas regarding new activities or improvement ideas can be 

brought to the E-Board.
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WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

Here is a great example of a project that went from idea to reality brought to the E-
Board by a club member.

Axe-throwing…..”Who woulda thought?”
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WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

What We Need from every member:
SAFETY FIRST!

RULES & BEST PRACTICES

 NEVER mix alcohol and shooting

 Follow all gun safety principles

 Know & follow range rule specifics

LEAD BY GOOD EXAMPLE OR FOLLOW 

 Act if you witness safety issues

 If you don’t know, ASK

 Take correction positively and seriously

• As a club, we depend on each other to help out when needed, and to always act 

responsibly around weapons. 

• This means a willingness to accept instruction and advice from range safety officers 

or experienced members. 

• Everyone here is focused on safety first.

• Remember to wear and display you orange Range Qualification  badge whenever 

you use any of our shooting ranges.
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WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

Safety for Our Members and Our Guests

Three Automated  Emergency Defibrillators

In the clubhouse

At the Trap House

At the Outdoor Ranges

• For the safety and well-being of our members and guests, the club has purchased, 

maintains and has located Automated Emergency Defibrillators at various locations 

around our grounds.

• These units are completely self-explanatory both by written and verbally-recorded 

prompts for use.

• Videos and written instructions on the use of these units is also available on our club 

website.
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WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

What We Look For:  INVOLVEMENT

IF YOU JOIN US, JOIN IN!

 “We” do what gets done

Work parties can be fun

Meet involved members

Many hands, light work

WSC WORK ASSESSMENT

We’d rather see you than $50.

 4 hours / 1 work party does it

 If you can’t make it, make it 

$50.
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WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUB
Our Affiliations:

G.O.A.L. (Gun Owners Action League)

 Gun Owners Action  League

 Most active 2nd Amendment Defender in MA with Comm 2A

National Rifle Association
 National 2nd Amendment Defender
 Sports Club Insurance Policy

NEFC (New England Forestry Council)
 Proponents for responsible land management & sustainable 

woodlands

NSSF  (National Shooting Sports Foundation)
 Advocates for the industry, keeping guns out of the wrong hands, 

encouraging enjoyment of recreational shooting and hunting.

Worcester County League of Sportsmen’s Clubs
 Since 1875 committed to an action program that promotes and 

protects interests of sportsmen and citizens in all aspects relating to 
outdoor field sports and conservation.

This is a list of the state and national organizations of which we are affiliate 
members.
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WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

• Here's an example of our environmental activities.

• Areas for tree harvesting are identified by our Forester.  

• Loggers bid on harvesting the trees, for which the club is paid.

• Once the land is cleared, we then pay to have an excavator come in to remove the 

stumps to clear the land..

• A good example of forestry management and the club gains useable acreage.  The 

result are new plots where we are able to plant trees and food plots for wildlife.

• Norm Silva manages our Forestry Program
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WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

Dues & Fees

INITIATION FEE - (one-time)

 $250 per member or household

ANNUAL DUES

 $160 per adult member, $80 per spouse

 $80 per senior member, $40 per senior spouse

Not required of active duty military

WORK ASSESSMENT
 $50 per member or household w/o work credit
 No work assessment for Seniors, spouses or 

Life Members

LIFE MEMBER
 10x Dues, after 1 year membership, if available.

• Our current dues structure is that a new member does not pay dues in the year that 

they join.

• Annul dues are payable in January of the new year based on the member’s age.

• The Initiation Fee is a one-time fee.

• This fee is due the night an applicant is voted-in as a member. (Payable by cash, 

check or money order)

• Renewal dues are payable starting first meeting in January.

• Payable by cash, check or money order (at a monthly meeting) 

• Check or money order (sent to our P.O. Box 742)

• On-Line using a credit card

• March 1st– gate and building access is disabled and a $25 Late Fee is levied.

• April 1st – unpaid members are dropped from the membership rolls.  Rejoining 

requires going through the entire application process, including payment of the 

Initiation Fee.

• Life memberships are available after one year of membership in good standing.
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WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

About Family Members & Guests

FAMILY MEMBERS (Immediate)
 Unlimited Visits
 Under direct supervision of member at all times

SPOUSE MEMBERSHIPS
 All privileges of regular membership
 Dues are 1/2 of regular dues
 Only one initiation fee per family
 Only one work requirement per family

GUESTS
 You’re welcome to visit twice as a guest, beyond that, consider 

joining

• By “engaged in activities” we mean guests or family members are not allowed to 

engage in separate activities.  Members must be directly supervising their guests(s).
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WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

HOW TO JOIN

Indicate LTC, FID or None

Two sponsor signatures required

CORRECT (legible) E-mail address

COMPLETE APPLICATION FORM

E-mail Address

Age

Your signature

• Indicate LTC, FID or None at top right corner

• Our dues structure is based on an applicant’s/member’s age. Therefore, we ask for 

an age on the application and renewal forms to be sure the applicant/member will 

be paying dues commensurate with their age and not more. 

• E-mail address must be legible.  Our primary communication method with our 

members is through e-mail.  Anytime you change e-mail and/or mailing address, 

please be sure to notify us.

• Two signatures required, 
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WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

Your Name

COMPLETE APPLICATION FORM

Date

Signature

Emergency Contact

• Also be sure to fill out the Waiver Form on the second page.

• Particularly the areas indicted by the red arrows.
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WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUB
Your Next Steps: HOW TO JOIN

ATTEND MEMBERSHIP MEETING

 First Monday of each month

 Be introduced to membership before vote

ACCEPTANCE BRIEFING & PAYMENT
 After vote

AFTER JOINING:

 Attend monthly meetings

 Outdoor Range Safety Briefing

 Indoor Gun Safety Skills Review

 Action Bays Safety Briefing

 Attend a Work Party

Membership process: 

• After the New Member Briefing:

• New member applicant names are  submitted to the E-Board and announced to the 

membership via club newsletter. 

• New applicants attend a monthly club meeting where they appear before the 

membership and are voted on.

• New members pay their Initiation fee (and any dues required).

• Electronic Access Cards are issued to new members.

• Outdoor Range Chairman will e-mail new members about attending the Outdoor Range 

safety briefing.

• Members are responsible to sign up for Indoor Range and Action Bay Briefings by 

contacting appropriate chairmen.
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WESTFORD SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

SEE YOU AT THE CLUB !




